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Ov.dng  to  the  present  emergency’’,  the  Ministry  of  Health  xiave 
intimated  that  Aiinua.1  P.eports  as  in  previous  years  should  not  he 
prepared  hut  that  their  place  shorld  he  taken  hy  an  interim  Heport 
which  should  he  confined  tu  essentio.l  a.nd  ui-g’ent  natters  afiecting 
Pv.hlic  Health  during  the  year.  I'hese  reconnendations  ai'e  based 
on  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in  Public  Health  Departments 
of  Local  Authorities,  and  also  the  need  of  strict  economy’-  in  the 
use  of  paper. 

It  is  pointed  out,  however,  tliat  the  statistics  have  tt) 
he  preserved  in  order  tliat  after  the  termination  of  the  War,  a 
Report  can  he  made  dealirig  more  fully  \with  the  period  of  hostilities. 


fhe  Registrar-General ’ s statistics  liave  only  recently 
come  to  hand  (at  the  end  of  September)  and  it  was  thought  advisable 
that  the  chief  statistics  should  he  included. 


POPULAR lOH 

fhe  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  mid-year  population 
as  251870.  Pi-esumahly  this  estimate  is  previous  to  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  a large  influx  of  additional  population  occurred  through  the 
Borough  heiiig  scheduled  as  a reception  area.  In  all,  2,500  children 
of  school  age  and  under  school  age  come  to  Wrexham  and  in  addition  a 
large  number  of  labourers  came  to  the  Borough  in  reference  to  the 
construction  of  an  iriportant  factory  in  the  Rural  District,  so  it  is 
safe  tp  state  that  the  actual  population  will  be  nearer  30,000.  As 
an  offset  to  this,  a large  number  of  evacuees  have  returned  to  Liver- 
pool. 


It  vrould  liave  been  eicpected  that  the  influx  of  such  an 
increase  in  the  population  would  liave  resulted  in  increased  incidence 
of  Infectious  Disease,  but  it  is . satisfactory  to  note  that  this  in- 
crease in  population  had  practically  no  effect  seeing  that  there  ?;ere 
veiy  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  amongst  the  evacuees  or  other 
terrporary  additions  to  our  population. 

oOo — — — 


GBH3RAL  SgAflSTIGS 


Area  (acres)  2,9l6 

Population  (mid.  1939)  (Registrar  General’s  estimation) ... .25, 87O 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  (31st  Mar.  1940) £158,789 

Si'’m  xii'esented  by  a penny  rate £600 

Ooiporation  Houses Ii775 

Houses  built:-  Ooiporation I50 

Private 73 

Total 223 


acres 


BIRTHS 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR 

Population 25,870  (Mid.  1939) 

■ (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 


M. 

Live  Births  Legitimate I98 

Live  Births  Illegitimate 12 


P.  Total 

178  376 

8 20 


186  396 , 


TOTAL 


210 


O -2- 


Birth 

.11.4  Ei 

agland  & i;ales  .. 

/-N*r  CJ-t-  T 1 *1  "Kt  vi'.'h  Q 

. . 25 

J.0  T>ciJ. 

D35ATHS 

Male 

Eeniale 

Total 

216 

163 

379 

Death 

. . . .14.4 

. Adjusted  Death 

Rato 

Con5)aral)ility  Pactor* 1.08  Englaaid  and  T7ales 

N-umter  of  women  in  or  in  consequence  of  childL)irth;- 


1,  From  Sepsis  1 

2,  , Trom  other  causes  1 


2. 

Deaths  of  Infants  imder  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  hirths;- 

liade  Deioale  TotaJ. 

Lcgitima,te  ^ « c c c . , . o 15  9 24 

Illegitimate  - 1 1 

202AL  15  10  25 

IHFAITTILE  IvI0S2ALIfY 


Legitimate  63.4 

Illegitimate  50*0 


TOTAL  . , 62.8  (England  & Yale s . . 50 . 0) 


GAIIQBE  DEATES 

There  v;ere  29  male  and  I8  female  dearths  during  the  year, 
making  a total  of  41* 


oOo 


NOTIFIALLE  DISEASE 


Di-i’ing  the  year,  the  follo\/ing  cases  were  notifiedi 


Diseases 

Total  Cases  Notified  T 

ota.l  Dearths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Pever  

9/ 

- 

Diphtheria 

69 

7 

Pneumonia * 

50 

17 

Puerperal  Pj’-rexia 

8 

2 

Erysipelas  

13 

- 

Cerehro-spinal  Pever  

16  (5  civilians 

1 (non-ci'' 

11  non-civiliaiis) 

Encephalitis  Lcthargica. . . . 

• • 

1 

1 

Measles  

3 

- 

Fno oping  Gough  

1 

1 

TOTALS 

255 

29 

PSYSR  HOSPITAL  TOU  1939 


Sco.r 

He  VC- 

let  i'-]j>h~ 
r oxiejULa 

Ei-ys-  ■ 
ipelas 

C.S 

i2.  Others 

Total 

Remaining  in  Hospital, 

Decemoer,  193^-' 

..  6 

2 

- 

~ 

- 

8 

Admitted  during  the 

year' 19’39'.  

. . 82 

■ 62 

8 

16 

13 

181 

Discharge’d  during  the 
year  1939 

52 

8 ■ ■ 

12 

13 

162 

Remaining  in  Ho'&pital 

Decemher,  1939 

6 

3 

- 

20 

Deaths  in  Hospital 
during  1939 • 

' 6 

~ 

1 

- 

7 

PUBERCdLOSIS 

CASES 

NOEIEIED 

DERIITG 

nv*^ 

— 

YEAR  1939 

13:F  GA.SSS 


■n? 

JJJIUdn.. 


:s 


I 


Pulmonary 

Ho  n-Pulmc  nary 

•Pulmonaiy 

Eon-Pulmonary 

M.  P. 

T'i 

— ft  «•  » V 

H.  E. 

l/I.  P. 

18  17 

6 2 

7 11 

3 i 

35 

8 

18 

4 

DIPK'ZriSP.IA 

. ,Tlie  nturnber  of  cases  of  Diplith.ex-ia  notified  dui'ing  the  year 
was  69  as  conipared  v/ith  74  for  1938.  fhe  niiT^her'  of  deaths  was  7 as 
cocipai'ed  with  8 in  1938. 

ItTMUlIISAgiOhS 

Doi-ing  the  year,  the  following  cases  were  dealt  v.dth:- 


Scliick  Test 

Positive  2 

negative  9 

Diclu  ?est 

Positive  ..nil 

negative  . 1. 

Irmnunisations 

• ■ ITo.  corQ)letcd  from  last  year.'...."..’.'.'.’.’  ‘ 1' 
■ ho.  completed  during  the  year. ‘46  ' 

ITo,  uncoipleted  at  end  of 's^ear. . 12, 


SCAPLEf^  JETZR  ' 

-ihe  nur.foor  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Psver  notified  during  the 
year  was  94  as  compax-ed  v;i‘xh  66  in  1938.  fhe re 'v, -ere  no  ' deaths 

durii'ig  the  year. 
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PiDSUMOKIA 


!Th.o  iTUjn'bcr  of  casct?  o.f  Fnovjnoiiia  iiotilicd  during  tlic  year  was 
50  as  con^Dared  v/ith  Ti  in  193^-  ii^-orc  v:crc  IJ  deaths  during  tdo  year 
as  compared  ^.'ith  21  in  1936. 

OPHTHALMIA  ITIBOIlalOIdJM 

There  ■'..•ere  no  cases  notified  diu'ing  the  year, 

SMALLPOX 

There  v.-ore  no  cases  of  smo.llpor  notified  dui'ing  the  year. 
VACCnTATIOH  - STATISTICS  POP  THE  :.TS:iEAH  AREA 


Total  Births  779 

Successfully  Yaccinated  141 

Insusceptihle  1 

Ho.  ho,d  Smallpox ~ 

Conscientious  Objectors  477 

Died  Unvaccinatod  * * 28 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  40 

Unaccounted  for  4 

Removed 66 


EHTBRIC  F5YBR 

There  ’nero  no  cases  of  Enteric  Pc-ver  notified  during  the  year. 
PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Duiing  the  year,  there  were  8 cases  notified  as  coii^jared  with 
10  in  1936.  There  were  2 deaths  duri'ig  the  year. 


CERESRO-SPIHAL  PEYER 

During  the  year  Corobro-spinal  P'-V^r  broho  ou.t  and  in  respect 
to  this  outbreak,  a comprehensive  report  has  been  r>neparcd  and  has  re- 
ceived attention  from  the  Health  Cominittco.  Lp  to  31st  D'.ccmber,  5 
civiliaiis  wore  aomitted  from  the  Borcu.gh,  2 of  tji,.se  were  P.D.C.  cases  ad- 
mitted thro'ugh  the  Tar  Memorial  Hospital.  Of  the  other  3>  one  was  ad- 
mitted for  observation  but  v/a.s  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease. 
Oiie  nurse  -.rho  had  been  nursing  G.S.P.  cases  in  Crocsne\.ydd  Hospital  was 
admit'icd  and  1 other  civilian  ca-se.  In  addition  to  this,  there  were  11 
non-civilian  cases  and  of  those,  one  died. 

The  outbreak  ?;as  fully  discussed  in  the  Health  Comraittcc  and 
representatives  of  the  Borough  mot  representatives  of  fne  Ai'my  at  the 
Bari’acles  and  discussed  various  aspects  of  the  outbreak,  special  attention 
being  paid  to  the  state  of  the  billets  in  the  tov.n.  Tlnese  v.'ore  sub- 
sequently ins^jected  by  me  in  conjunction  wioh  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Barracics  and  a report  v/as  included  in  mj'  Report  on  the  outbreak. 

— oOo 

AI'SULAHCE  EACILITIES 

(a)  li'IRECTIOUS  CASES  - Motor  ambulance  attached  to  the  V'roxham  Pever 

Hospital. 

(b)  HOH-I.ITSCTIOUS  iiHD  ACCI])EMT  GA.SSS  ~ Motor  Arrfoulance  attached  to  the 

St.  John  AmbuAancc  Association  - 'Urexham  Branch. 


The  following  report  has  been  received  from  the  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Branch  of  tiic  St,  John  Ambulance  Association. 

H'umber  of  cases  carried  (not  including  accidents)  1437  Mileage  12743 

I'unbcr  of  Accidents  (Road)  109  Mileage  53O 

Total  Cases  I546  Mileage  I3273 


( 


Total  nvunlDer  of  causes  wT.ere  first  Aid  V7as  rendered 375 


Public  functions  attended  35^ 

Attendances  at  functions  number  1217 

Total  hours  of  duty  given  voluiitarily  by  men 11591  hours. 


■oOo 


MA-SSITITY  d;  USIlD  TBLfAPf 


Ho.  of  Mothers  nith  Sabios  attending  Centre  884 

Tota,l  attendance  of  mothers  with  babies  10,721 

Average  Sessional  Attendance  (per  baby) 12.123 

Average  Sessional  Attendan.ce  107.21 

Ho.  of  Medicaj.  ConsrJ  tat  ions  815 

Aiite-Hatal  Oases I48 

A;ite-Hatai.  Attendances  53^ 

Post-Hatal  cases  11 

Post~Hatal  a'ctnudances  . 11 

Arrar^ements  were  made  for  ejipectant  mothers  from  the 
Mersey-sido  areas  to.  .be  billeted  at  Bersham  Hall  previous  to  going 
to  Derv'en  HaJl-.,.  Marchwiel  for  t?r_eir  confinement.'  This  Hall 


served  a useful  purxoose,  but  it  has  si.nce  been  closed  owing  to 
the  diminution  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  '-arrivirg  in 
Wrexham  after  the  first  rash  cf  cases. 


Go 


WATHH  SUPPLY 


During  the  j^ear,  one  saii5)le  of  water  v/as  taicen  and  was 
fouiid  to  be  excellent  both  chemically  and  bactcriologically. 

PAIHPAI'L 

Dm’ii'ig  the  year  3^»32  inches  of  rainfall  fell  in  the 
•Borough,  as  con-^po^rod  with  27.43  indies  in  193^.  I am  indebted 
to  the  p.cv,  T.  U,  Jones,  Beechley  Hoad  for  these  fig’irres, 

D3AIHAC-E  AHD  SB".HBACB  SYSTBM 

Daring  the  year,  new  sewers  in  Ehosddu  and  Phosnessney 
8.reas  ?;ere  completed  at  a cost  of  approximately  £19,000.  Dis- 
cussions took  place  with  reference  to  additional  works  at  the 
Se?;age  Disposal  Hodcs  in  Mardiwiel  to  take  in  the  sewage  from 
the  new  factory  in  March'v;iel, 

These  works  commenced. in  1940. 

oCo — — 

AIP  PAID  KSCA.UTI0LS 

Pollowing  the  outbreaJ-c  of  hostilities,  it  was  fouiid 
necessary  to  train  a large  n'umber  of  persorniol  in  order  to  man 
the  different  Pirst  Aid  Posts  and  Parties  in  the  Borough  of 
Wrexham. 

Two  Mobile  Pirst  Aid  Posts  have  been  established  at 
the  War  Memorial  Hospital  and  Croe sne’>^dd  Hospital,  Tv.u  Pixed 
Pirst  Aid  Posts  have  been  established  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital 
and  Croesnei.'rydd  Hospital . Five  Pirst  Aid  Parties  have  been  estab- 
lished and  these  hre  now  located  at .Bodhyfryd  Ambulance  Depot, 

War  Momorlal  Hospital  and  Croesnev;ydd  Plospital,  Tv;o  Pirst  Aid 
Points  have  been  established  at  the  Institute,  Spring  Lodge,  and 
the  Craft  Centre,  Tuttle  Street, 
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Tlissc  s lis-vc  Tdogh  clGii©3^TiiiiiGd.  s^isBi*  consults.*' ion 

vith  the  Coimty  Health  Authorities.  Tlie  question^has  arisen  as 
to  whether  the  number  of  Tirst  Aid  Parties  is  sufficient  in  tne^ 
Boro-u^;h  seeing'  that  tv.u  of  them  are  *^rl:ing  in  close  collaboration 
with  the  Mobile  Units,  It  has  to  be  renombered  that  the  Borough 
of  ’'Trexham  nay  have  to  serve  the  outlying  rural  areas  in  an 
emergency, 

— ..oGo—^-- — — ~ — — 

AiuTijial  Report  of  the 
CHIEP  SAUIgAHY  BTSPBGrOR 


for  the  year  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Plealth  Committee 

Borough  of  Wrexham, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  subi'dt  my  Tliird  Aionual  Report 
upon  the  v;ork  performed  by  yoru’  Sonitar;’’  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  the  Sanitary  and  Housing  Administration  and  the  supervision 
of  food  supplied  within  the  Borow4h  during  the  year  1939* 

The  g:?owing  volume  *f  routine  work  in  its  manifold 
aspects  io  detailed  in  the  body  of  the  report  which  has  been 
unavoidably  curtailed  but  gives  a conq)  rehen  si  ve  survey  of  the 
work  accori5)lished  during  the  year  under  review. 

Purther  progress  was  continued  in  Housing,  a large 
number  of  families  displaced  from  condemned  property  being  re- 
housed and  a number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  by  the  provision 
of  the  Whitegate  Housing  Estate,  Unfortunately,  it  became 
necessary  to  suspend  further  activity  in  connection  with  Housing 
work  in  September  at  the  comraen cement  of  hostilities. 

The  only  change  in  the  persomiel  of  the  staff,  was  the 
departure  of  Mr,  John  Morris,  clerk,  for  military  service  and  the 
temporary  appointment  of  Miss  M.  McQp.istin  in  his  stead. 

Once  more  I have  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
encouraging  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  and  ray  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr,  T.  P,  Edwards 
for  his  kindness  and  help,  and  to  every  member  of  my  staff  for 
their  loyal  co-operation,  for  upon  these  things  dopend  the  continued 
march  of  progress. 


I am, 

Mr,  0.'iairraan,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 
L,  A,  STHOUD,  M.H.  San,  Inst, 

daief  Sanitai’y  Inspettor, 


GLITEPAL  SAiTITARY  ADM  IH I ST  RAT  I OH 
Q-3TEML  SUI'IMARY 


Total  Inspections  made  during  the  year  10,583 

Humber  of  Ccri5)laints  received 257 

Preliminary  Notices  served  121 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  vlth  I35 

Statutory  Notices  served  8 

Statutory  Notices  conplied  with. 8 
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Tota,l  nirnber  of  Letters  received  by  the  Department  ...  3^1  ^ . 
Q?otai  n-ujnber  of  7. 'n-'cors  dispatched  by  the  Department .1  ,l63 
Intei-v'i c-.vt":  with  Bu.Viei  -,  Ovrncrs  and  AgGnts  447 


TUmiSZS  ADD  OCCDfALIOhS 


bhj  Of 


(a)  OOMOIT  LODGING  HOUSES, 


5D  CO.Tr-P.OLLLD  3Y  BYZ^LAlfS  AITO 
SDGUIAflOilS 


Tliere  were  seven  common  lodging  liorLses  affording  accommod- 
ation for  107  persons  i.n  32  rooms,  including^ ope  house  used  for 
accommodating  married  couples. 

Re-registration  of  2 of  those  houses  fdth  accomraodation 
for  17  persons  was  refused  at  the  end  of  the  year,  owing  to  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  for  the  accommodatiun  of  lodgers,  and 
ceased  to  be  used  for  that  pmpose.  Certain  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  at  the  remaining  5 premises  so  as  to  provide 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  facilities  for  personal  ablutions 
and  means  of  escape  in  the  case  of  fire. 


The  premises  are  kepi  under  close  supervision  and  are 
frequently  inspected^  I6I  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 

A revision  of  the  Bw^-e-laViTS  for  controlling  this  class  of  premises 
is  under  consideration. 

During  the  year,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  a person  keeping  as  a lodging  house  certain  premises  un- 
suitable I'D!'  the  purpose  and  not  being  a Registered  Keeper  thereof. 
This  resulted  in  the  premises  being  vacated. 

(b)  HQUSRS-LBf-In-LODGIfS. 

Yery  fov/  premises  vlthin  the  Bororgh  are  used  as  houses- 
let-in-l edgings  and  us'oally  conditions  are  not  too  satisfactory  in 
this  t;>pe  of  premises,  due  to  the  practice  of  adapting  them  without 
structural  alteration.  Cupervicion  is  fouad  to  be  difficult  in 
these  premises  with  the  type  of  tenants  so  often  in  occupation, 

(c)  CDLLAR  ' DlLSLLIilGS 


As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  Qre  no  collar  dwellings 
in  L'rexham  used  for  human  habitation, 

(d)  H0YBA3LE  DLDLLIITGS 

Eighteen  visits  were  made  in  respect  cf  illicit  camping 
with  caravans  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  each  case,  the 
Qi’Tnor  of  the  grpund  or  the  occupier  of  the  caravans  were  persuaded 
to  cease  using  these  Unlicensed  camping  Sites  for  the  purpose.  It 
was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings, 

(e)  , OPrEKSIYE  TRADES  ,,  , 

There  are  26  trades  legally  d.ofined  as  "Offensive 
Trades"  carried  on  within  the  Borough,  in  respect  of  which  52 
inspections  were  ma,de. 

(f ) SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (private)  . 

There  were  5 private  slau^iterhouses  existing  during 

the  year. 

Frequent,  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  meat 
inspection  by  the,  J),epartment  and  dru'lng  the  year,  a total  of  1,533 
day  and  eyening  visits  were  made  for  that  purpose. 
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( g ) SLAUGKT2EHCUSES  (PrJblic  Abattoir) 

ills  Pu."blic  A'bs.'b toi r cori'biii'u.scl  to  vrork  saoisio-CcoriXy  and 
there  v;as  a steady  increase  in  the  use  of  tJae  Abattoir  throughout 
the  year.  There  vrere  1,643  evening  visits  made  to  the 

Abattoir  for  the  inspection  of  meat. 

Ail  Additional  Pig  Lairage  on  the  site  of  the  Abattoir  was 
completed  during  the  year. 

MUNICIPAL  ABATTOia  TRADIH&  ACGOUIT?  TOR  TPS  YSAR  Eiroil-TG  31st  March,  133i 
This  account  shows  a deficit  of  £858,  17*  9<i» 

(h)  PLAGES  "~HE5L  AiailALS  APS  iSPT 

Little  nuisance  was  experienced  from  the  keeping  of  swine 
and  other  animals,  10  inspections  being  made  dui’irig  the  year  for  this 
purpose. 

HOUSE  LRAINAQ-E  Al'D  SAI'-'ITATION 

A total  of  210  visits  v;ere  made  in  supervising  improvements 
and  reconstraction  work  in  connection  with  the  drainage  systems  of 
houses  and  other  buildings.  Nine  existing  drains  suspected  of  being- 
defective  v;ere  opened  and  examined.  The  drains  of  26  premises  were 
reconstructed  ciu-ring  the  year  in  addition  to  many  minor  amendments 
of  drainage  systems  and  the  Department  supervised  the  laying  of  5^4 
feet  *f  stoneware  drain  and  12  feet  of  cast-iron  dn-ain  and  applied 
23  iis^'draulic  tests  and  ^1  smoke  tests  to  drain  and  soil  and  ventilating 
pipes. 


In  every  case  in  vdiich  new  drainage  work  is  executed, 
plans  are  made  and  filed  by  the  Department  for  future  reference. 

Pour  warnings  were  given  to  builders  and  contractors 
regarding  the  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936 » relating  to  the  necessity  of  giving  the  requisite  24  hours 
notice  to  the  Local  Authority  of  intention  to  repair,  reconstruct  or 
alter  drains, 

ATMOSPHSHIC  POLLUTION  AID  SM0N5  APATStSlTT 


.i.KjaiieC-s 

Number  of  con^jlaints  of  Smoke  nuisances  received 3 

Number  of  observations  made  of  Industrial  Qairaneys, 40 

Number  of  nuisances  obderved  9 

Number  of  dtatutory  Notices  served Nil 

Number  of  Intima.tion  Notices  served  8 

Number  of  visits  to  works  aiid  interviews  with  Engineers 

and  owners  5 


Approximate  number  of  Industrial  Chimneys  in  the  Borou^..,.  23 

No  statutory  action- was  taken  in  respect  of  smoke  nuisances. 
In  each  case  investigations  were  made  as  to  the  causes  of  the  excessive 
and  unnecessary  emissions  and  recommendations  were  made  in  relation 
to  stoking  management  aud  improvements  to  plant,  especially  in  conn- 
ection with  bride-works  and  breweries. 

No  nuisance  has  been  experienced  from  the  emission  of  grit 
and  dust  but  coE5)laints  of  nuisances  from  fumes  from  a factory  steam- 
raising plant  in  which  the  fuel  is  wood  waste  were  investigated. 


RAG  PLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928 


There  are  no  raairofactures  of  rag  flock  in  the  Borough,  hut 
there  are  firms  who  use  rag  flock  in  upholstery  and  furnitrrre  manufacture 
most  of  vdiom  purchase  it  from  manufacturers  v;ho  guarantee  it  to  conform 
to  the  ' requirement s of  the  Rag  Block  Regulations,  1912.  Three  sarr5)les 
of  rag  flock  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  and  were 
certified  to  contain  4»  8 and  240  parts  per  100,000  of  Soluble 
Chlorine  respectively. 

Bu.rther  to  my  last  report  regarding  the  practice  of  using 
rag  flock  taken  from  articles  of  upholstery  for  remaking  into  new  covers 
without  steps  being  taken  to  e-nsure  that  the  rag  flock  conplied  with 
the  Government  standard  of  cleanliness,  in  respect  of  which  a letter 
of  vjarning  Tiras  sent  to  upholsterers  regarding  this  -practice,  legal 
proceedings  v/ere  instituted  against  an  upholsterer  in  respect  of  the 
latter  sarple  mentioned  above  which  contained  a high  Chlorine  content, 
this  being  in  respect  of  rag  flock  taken  from  old  articles  in  the 
course  of  repair  and  stored  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  into  new 
upholstery  work.  I'To  further  recurrence  of  this  practice  has  been 
observed. 

RIVER  POLLUTIOIT 


Erequent  visits  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  t.irae  to 
various  points  of  the  streams  within  the  Borough  at  which  tradd" 
'effluents  are  discl-iarged, 

DISII^ECTIOIT 

1 - ' 

During  the  year  investigations  were  made  into  the 
follovvdng  notifiable  diseases,  viz:-  69  Diphtheria,  94  Scarlet 
Eever,  20  Tuberculosis  and  Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis.  Six 
hundred  and  .•seventy  rooms  v/ere  disinfected  by  fumigation  and 
spraying.  ' 823  articles  of  bed.ding  and  clothing  were  treatod  by 
steam  disinfection.  145  library  and  other  books  were  disinfected 
or  destroyed,  and  8 other  articles  were  destroyed, 

ERADICATIOIT  OB  BED  BUGS 


Bine  conplaints  were  received  and  27  inspections  were 
made  in  connection  with  the  infestation  of  dwelling  houseT's  by  bed 
bugs,  . Disinfestation  vrork  was  carried  out  by  the  Department  at 
5 Coiporation  ho-uses  and  6 privately  ovrned  houses,  fumigation  being 
by  means,  of  a .sulphur-  preparation  vvhich  has  given  satisfactory 
results,  ..... 

. , . . Inspection  was  made  of  23  Coiporation  houses  yhich  became 
vacant  during  the  year  for  detecting  bug  infestation,  and  tlie'homes 
of  prospective  tenants  of  such  houses  were  also  visited.  TDiere  biag 
infestation  was  evident,  the  furniture  was  treated  "by  spraying  vdth 
an  insecticide  such  as  ”Blj,pic"  or  "Zaldecide"  at  the  time  of  removal. 
Tenants  of  Corporation  houses  are  encouraged  to  report  any  verminous 
infestation  imraediately.  '• 

SAITITA5Y  COBDITIOhS  OB  PLhCBS  OB  ElhERTAIInlEBT 

There  were  I3  insiiections  made  of  planes  licensed  for 
entertainment , 


• SHOPS  ACTS  1912  to  1936« 
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Tweiit;''-onc  shops  were  Inspected  raider  Section  10  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  which  relates  to  the  provision  in  overy  shop  in 
which  persons  are  crt^iloyed  of  suitable  means  of  ventilation, 
lighting,  .temperature,  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities, 
and  facilities  for  talcing  meals. 

In  2 eases  notices  V7cre  served  for  the  provision  of 
additional  sanitary  accomraodation, 

SAigOAHT  CONDITIONS  OP  OPFIOES 

Sanitary  accommodation  a/nd  facilities  for  v, 'ashing  arc 
investigated  as  occasion  arises  for  visits  to  bo  made  to  Offices, 

As  yet  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  raalce  a survey  of  the  various 
offices  in  order  to  ascertain  their  sanitary  condition.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a matt  er  of  some  iE5.7ortance  and  routine  inspections  should 
bo  made  from  tine  to  tine, 

HOUSIHO  ACT.  1936 

Tliirty-two  dv.'clling  houses,  the  subject  of  Clearance  and 
r'cmolition  Orders,  were  demolished  during  the  year, 

Sighteen  dwelling  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  and 
Closing  Orders,  were  dealt  v;ith  under  Part  11  of  the  Act. 

An  Appeal  to  the  County  Court  regarding  4 houses  in  respect 
of  which  a Demolition  Order  v;as  made  by  the  Council  in  lieu  of  accept- 
ing a proposed  scheme  of  re-conditioning  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  v/as  not  a satisfactory  one,  was  dismissed  with  costs  for  the 
Corporation. 

It  was  not  fouiad  possible  to  carry  out  any  ayotomatlo 
house-to-house  inspection  undor  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations, 1925  and  1932*  It  is  hoped  this  work  v;ill  be  resumed 
as  soon  as  possible  as  it  is  nov;  some  years  since  it  v/as  last  done. 

The  work  of  reconditioning  v/orking  class  houses  has 
continued  v;here  complaint  has  been  received,  II3  houses  having 
been  made  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Department. 

One  statutory  notice  requiring  repairs  v/as  served  during  the 
year, . ...  .Much  time -has- been-  spant •■■by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
interviewing  Ovrnors  and  Builders  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
tipon  tho  satisfactory  exociition  of  work  of  a reasonably  hi^ 
standard. 


REHOUSniS 

This  year  lias  been  an  ujiusually  heavy  one  for  the 
Department  in  relation  to  the  rehousing  of  tenants  displaced 
from  unfit  houses  which  were  tho  subject  of  Clearmice,  Compul- 
sory Purchase,  Demolition  and  Closin.;:;  Orders.  * 

A total  of  134  families  consisting  of  444  people  v-ere 
rehoused  during  the  year,  ' In  each  case,  tho  furniture  and 
effects  wore  removed  by  the  Corporation  free  of  charge  and  sub- 
jected to  disinfestation  treatment  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas. 

This  part  of  the  work  was  carried  out  by  a firm  of  specialists. 

After  being  vacated,  the  old  houses  v;ere  subjected  to 
fumigation  by  a sulphur  conpound  so  as  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible 
the  danger  of  bug  infested  materials  from  demolished  houses 
causing  infestation  at  premises  at  which  they  were  subsequently 
stored  or  utilised. 
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PIl.CZi^AGE  or  OVSlGHO'DirO  I2T 
E'VSLLIilG  HOUSES 

At  Dec,  ~^lst,  19^8  At  Eec.  ~^lst.  19~^9 


Privately  Orned  Houses 2.11  1.15 

Corporation  Oi^isd  Houses. .. . 3»13  1*95 

All  Houses  in  tne  3 o ro i\^h. . . '2.78  1.47' 

SUPSPVISIOIT  OP  rOOE  SEPPIIES  ■ 

MILK  AITS  3AIHIES  , , 

L'he  numLer  of  persons  registered  as  vdiole sale  purveyors 
and  producers  of  milk  within'  the  Borough  is  33»  as  retail 
purveyors  .86,  racking  a total  of  II9.  flaerc  arc  20  registered 
cow-keepers  with’ approximately  cows;  also  59  dairies  and 
milkshops. 

Ihu’ing  the  year  J Dealers’  Licences  were  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,'  193^* 

BACfERIOLOGICfu.  ZlLAIvlIHALIOiT  OP  DESKhTALED  AILJ  hOH-DESIGKATSD  MILK 

Duuing . 1939  there  were  122  samples  of  milk  submitted  by  this 
Department  for  bacteriological  examination,  as  cornpared  with  II7  in 
IS'^S  and  51  1937 » including  samples  of  milk  sold  under  the  Milk 

(Special  Designations)  Order  193^.  Of  these, 50  sanrples  were  of 
milk  produced  wi'fnin  the  Borou.gh,  and  23  saxrpiles  rere  of  Pasteurised- 
milk  supplied  to  El^mentai’y  School  children, 

, : Anv.pijialysis  of. .the  results  shows  that  of  the  total  S8H5)les 
talcen  9.0/o  wore  reported’  to  be  .unsatisfactoi-y  as  con5)arcd  with  6,8^ 
in  1938,  -and  as  regards  designated  milks  8.6^  being  the  sajnd  per-*  - 
ccntocPo  ao'J‘-T\  19}  8,  , , " 

Dive  samples,  of.  Pasteurised  Milk  were  also  submitted  to 
the  Phosphatase  .fes^  and  gave  satisfactbi-y  rosudts, 

BIOLOGICAL  fZSflHG  OF  MILILPOP.  THE  PRZSli^CZ  OP  LIYIHG  fUBERCLE  BACILLI 

Portyreight  sanples.  of,  .designaied.  and  non-designated  milks 
were  submitted,  for  bological  testing.  d]4’ihg  the  year  as  compared  with 
43  in  1938 » 'POur  of  the  samples  whicl  were  produced  by'^'^Acef edited^' 
herds  or  8,3^  gave  positive  results,  and  affected  cov/s  were  reported 
to  have  been  ultimatel7  eliminated  froii  the  respective  herds  by 
the  Ministiy  of  Ag'ricraltui'e  and  Fisheries  as  a result  of  the 
preliminary  action  of  fnis  Department. 

lAAlIUPACfURE  AI‘ID  SALE  01  ICE  CJ^M 

There  are  28  registered  premises  raider  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  at  which  ice  cream  is-,  mnufacturod- or  sold.  The.  premises  have 
all  been  inspected  and  I'ound  to  "be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Particular . attention  has  been  given  to  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream- and.  a total. of  24  saples  were  submitted  to  the  Dairy 
Bacteriolo.'lst  of  Bangor  University  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  quality  .tests,  for  advisor/  purposes  by  'the  Department.  These 
samples  represented  the  products  of  both  manufucturors  on  a largo 
scale  whose,  principad.  business  Is- the  munufacturo  and  sale  of  ice- 
cream and  .local  manufacturers  wio  deal  in  this  ..commodity  in.  a lesser 
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degroc  and  in  many  cases  as  subsidiary  to  their  principal 
business. 

Twelve  of  the  samples  T.’c-rc  adversely  reported  upon 
by  reason  of  excessive  bacterial  count  and  the  presence  of 
Bacillus  Coli.  A.1J.  these  were  follov;cd  by  letters  of  v/arning, 
offers  of  advice  and  the  procuring  of  further  samples  of  ice- 
cream in  the  various  stages  of  imanufacture  and  in  some  cases,  tin 
milk  and  cream  constituents* 

The  butter-fat  content  of  the  24- samples  ranged  from 
1.6^  to  11.3^  giving  an  average  content  of  6.1^. 

Letters  were  sent  to  four  manufactui’crs  drawing  attention 
to  the  particularly  low  butter-fat  content  of  ice-cream  samples 
procured  from  them  and  further  samples  showed  mai*ked  irprovement. 

MEAT  IhSPECTIOIT 

One  hundred  per  cent  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  of  Wrexham  at  the  Public  Abattoir  and  Private  Slaughter- 
houses wore  inspected.  The  total  nuraber  of  animals  inspected 
was  26,144  of  which  2,035  were  fouid  to  be  abnoimal. 

UiTSOUlLD  rOOD  SEIZED  Al'TD  V0LiriE:’A?JLY  SUPEELIBEESE 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  other  foods  deemed  to  be 
unfit  for  Iruman  consumption  and,  •Ith  one  exception,  voluntarily 
surrendered,  amounted  to  I3  tons,  I5  cuts,  2 qrs.  9 lbs.  as 
compared,  with  I3  tons.  I6  cuts.  2 qrs.  5 in  193^  and  15  tons 
19  cvrts.  1 qr,  4 lbs.  in  1937 • 

It  was  fonnd  necessary  to  roalce  one  Pomaal  Seizure  of 
diseased  meat  during  the  year,  this  being  a case  in  whicii  a carcase 
of  pork  was  fouid  to  have  had  the  evidence  of  disease  removed  during 
the  process  of  slaughtering  and  dressing.  After  giving  consideration 
to  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  Health  Committee  decided  not  to 
institute  legal  proceedings,  and  the  persons  in  whose  possession  the 
carcase  was  found  wore  given  a warning, 

' The  whole  of  the  diseased  meat  and  offal  was  disposed  of 
by  treatment  for  the  recovery  of  fats,  etc.,  for  commercial  purposes, 
the  price  obtained, less  costs  incidental  to  such  disposal,  being 
rctiuned  to  the  Butcher,  The  remainder  of  the  unsouid  food  was 
destroyed  at  the  Corporation  Destructor, 

SLAUCHTEP  OE  AlTIblALS  ACT,  im 

At  December  31st,  1939 » 30  Slaughtermen’s  Licences  issued 
by  the  Corporation  were  in  force,  and  during  the  year  3 ’^sw  licences 
to  slaughter  animals  v/ere  granted,  \ 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  ha.ve,  on  the  whole- j been  well 
observed.  / ■ . . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  BEGULATIOhS,  19^- 

I v'ou'l  d again  pla.ee  on  record  the  co-operation  of  the 
Mea.t  Traders  in  Irexham  and  Disirioi  which  greatly  facilitated  the 
woi-k  of  Heat  Inspection  at  the  Publ.ic  Abattoir,  the  Private 
SI  aught  erhoxises  and  in  Retail  Shops.  The  quality  of  meat  slau^ntored 
in  the  Borough  is  particularly  good,  and  100%  inspection  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  food  was  again  achieved  by  the  .Department . 
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A 'Igt,  contraventions  oi  tr.c  Re^'nlations  relatino^  to 
failure  to  taieo  reasonable  precautions  to  protect  neat  ooqjosed 
for  sale  in  open  r-lro-f  utnd.o\7s  from  contamination  "by  tho  'b^.owing 
of  dirt  and  dust  vere  cDserved,  and  r^ere  dealt  vitli  ly  informal 
action. 


T?T»n  A 77  r.'TA'DT’ 

XL-j.AXIj 


‘Iv'O  luondred  and  eleven  insjjections  were  made  to  food 
stalls  at  which,  neat,  fish,  green  grocery  and  other  perishable 
corm-iodities  are  sold  in  the  Butchers*  General  and  Vegetable 
retail  covered  markets. 


SBKEBl  YlISOIiS  or  rooB 


Inspection  of  foodstuffs  such  as  meat  and  fish  hawked 
from  vonicles  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man,  was  made  from 
time  to  time. 


A Besolution  adopted  by  the  Council  in  pursuance  of  the 
Pood  and  Dru4’s  Act,  1938,  and  "ppreoved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
requires  Dealers  of  all  kinds  of  foed,  except  milk,  selling  or 
offering  such  food  for  sale  in  a place  of  public  resort  from  a 
stall,  cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle  or  container  to  have  his 
name  and  address  legibly  and  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  stall, 
ca.rt , barro;;  or  other  vciiicle  ex’  container,  came  into  operation  6h 
the  31st  January,  1940. 


MAIUPACPJJBE  ADD  SAID  OP  PBPSBUYDD  POOD 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  I938,  it 
is  nov.'  necessary  for  premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
01  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  i^ickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
for  sale  to  be  registered  for  this  puiqDose  by  the  Local  Authority. 

nach  Application  for  Hegistration  is  carefully  investigated 
v;ish  reference  to  txie  suitability  of  the  premises  for  the  purpose 
ioi-  vniicn  tnej/  are  proposed  to  be  used,  and  there  are  10  premises 
now  on  >j.iO  Register,  Consideration  of  5 Applications  were,  defcri’ed 
to' enable  work  of  iri5)rov3raent  to  be  carried  out. 

fOp.fiS  ihiP  .DRU&S  .14^  ACP.  192S  AI'D  PHD  POOD  AlTD  DRUGS  ACT.  IQ'^8 

The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
October, '1939,  replacing  and  consolidating  the, Pood  aiid  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  I928,  ana  ocnor  enactments.  A special  report 
v:as  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee,  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector, outlining  the  provisions  of  the  now  Act  and  alterations  in 
the  Law',  as  affecting  the  Borough,  . 

An  Application  wan  made  to  the- Minister  of  Health  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  64  of  the  Pood  and  Dmxgs  Act,  I938,.  for  his 
direction  that  the  Corporation  should  become  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Authority,  in  lieu  of  the  Donbighshiro  County  Coimcil,  for  the 
Borough  of ■■  Ureozhara.  This  Application  was  made  after  careful 

consid.eraoion  nadu  been  gi'/en  to  the  greater  efficiency  w'hiclx.  it 
was  fclo  I'/ould.  result  iron  tne  graxitiiig  of  such  an  application,  and 
in  view  of  tne  reccrrmendaZ'ion  of  the  Local  Government  and  Public” 

Health  Consolidation  Comr.ivir,es  and  the  fact  that  the  Boror\4i  of 
Uroxham  is  able  00  satisfy  'zhe  condcitions  laid  d-owni  therein, 

^The  b’elsn  Board  of  Health,  however,  declined  to  grant  the 
Application  ano.  tne  Town  Council  ultimately  decid.ed  to  renev'  it 
in  due  course. 


